	Vowels /Гласни/ - Vowels are made by opening the mouth and letting air come out freely. Dictionaries say that there are 20 vowel sounds in English. Phonetically there are three distinct kind of vowels used in English: short vowels, long vowels and diphthongs. All vowels are voiced by definition.

	Short Vowels /Кратки гласни/
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    ship, city, sit        (кратък звук между българското е и и)
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    pen, bed, head        (късо е, близко до българското е)
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    book, foot, put        (късо у, като българското у)
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    hot, rock, sock  *        (малко по-отворена от българското о; изговаря се съвсем широко в AmE)
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    cut, study, double        (приблизително между а и ъ (в BrE по-близо до а, в AmE - до ъ)
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    bat, cat, black        (звук между българското а и е. Устата се отваря за а, но се произнася е)
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    sofa, again, banana        (кратко ъ, подобно на неудареното българско а в края на думите)

	* In BrE /[image: image8.png]


/ is pronounced with rounded lips and the tongue back in the mouth. Americans do not have this vowel, instead pronouncing the same words using /[image: image9.png]


/, with the lips unrounded and the tongue back but more relaxed. This is the same vowel as in card.

	Long Vowels /Дълги гласни/
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    see, sheep, bean, grief, key, scene, receive  (ий напр. в пий)
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    boot, blue, crude, lose, drew, fruit, shoe  (у със силно удължение)
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    talk, four, horse, water, saw, bought, caught  (о с удължение и по-слабо закръгляне на устните)
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    car, father, aunt, garden, farm, arm  (а с удължение)
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:)    bird, turn, learn, world, term, nurse 
ъ с удължение
	

	Diphthongs /Двугласни/ - Diphthongs are two-part vowel sounds consisting of transition from one vowel to another in same syllable.
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 [ей]         train, lake, break, play
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 [ай]          eye, cry, die
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 [ау]          owl, house, town

BrE [image: image19.png]


 [ъу]        goat, nose, boat, know
AmE [image: image20.png]


 [oу] 
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 [ой]          boy, choice, join
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 [еъ]          chair, air, square, various
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 [иъ]          ear, peer, peary, here
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 [уъ]          tourist, poor, cure

	Consonants /Съгласни/ - Consonants involve interrupting the air that comes out of your mouth. They are relatively stable and invariable. There are two basic ways of making consonants: voiced and unvoiced.

	Voiced /Звучни/ - Voiced consonants involve a vibration of the vocal cords that you can feel when you place your hand on your throat.

Voiceless /Беззвучни/ - An unvoiced consonant sound is one where the vocal chords do not vibrate.

  b  [б]     book, baby
  d  [д]     day, wood
  g  [г]     give, bag, ghost
  v  [в]     voice, navy
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  [върхът на езика се поставя между зъбите и се произнася д]    this, father, though
  z  [з]     zero, roses
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 [ж]     leisure, beige, azure
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 [дж]   jump, judge, gin, soldier
  l  [л, но в мек и твърд вариант]     lemon, left, tall, milk
  m  [м]   meat, man, ham
  n  [н]    name, sunny, knock
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  [н, но пред г и к, като Ангел, Анка]   singer, ring
  h  [х, но по-слабо, както при въздъхване]     hot, hotel
  r  [р, но по-слабо]     room, write, sorry

  p  [п]     pen, repeat, stop
  t  [т, но със силно придихание, както в тютюн]  tea
  k  [к]      car, kiss, queen, back
  f   [ф]      fish, enough, phone
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  [върхът на езика се поставя между зъбите и се произнася т]    something, think, month
  s   [с]      sky, see, city, scene
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  [ш]      she, emotion, sure, schedule, mission
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  [ч]      cheeze, picture, match


	Semi-vowels /Полугласни/

	
 j      yes, beyond                     й, както в Йемен, Йонко
 w     well, where, cow

These two sounds are phonetically vowels but phonologically consonants. That is, phonetically they are pronounced as /i:/ and /u:/ but a little bit shorter. But, then, they only occur before vowel phonemes.

Consonants +y at the end of the words is pronunced /i/: happy, any, thirty


